[LETTER TEMPLATE: SUSTAINABILITY]
[Your Name] 
[Your Address]
[City, State, Zip Code] 

[Today’s Date] 

[Representative/Senator Name] 
[Office]
82 Smith St
Providence, RI 02903

Dear [Legislator Name],

I am writing about Rhode Island’s urgent need to invest in its Medicaid program. My name is [Your Name], and I am a [Your Job Title] at [Your Employer]. I have been [practicing medicine/working in healthcare] in Rhode Island for [Number of Years]. 

 Despite having among the highest Medicaid enrollment in New England, reimbursement to health care providers for the care we provide our patients in Rhode Island is the lowest in the region. In fact, it is up to 60 percent lower than in neighboring states for some common procedures. 

At Brown University Health, this gap has had significant consequences: our system lost $208 million over the past three years caring for Rhode Islanders enrolled in Medicaid. Rhode Island Medicaid insures one-third of our state, but pays 20–40% less for Medicaid patients than neighboring states. Often, these patients have greater clinical complexity and often require more resources. In short, hospitals are paid less to care for those who need it most.

This disparity threatens the sustainability of our healthcare system, as costs for supplies and technology continue to rise. It forces healthcare organizations across the state to reduce services, lay off employees, or even go out of business. Doctors and clinicians avoid or leave jobs in Rhode Island, choosing states with better Medicaid reimbursement where organizations can offer more competitive salaries. 

Without action from the state, patients will have a harder time accessing care – hurting children, low-income and disadvantaged communities the most. 

I urge you to invest in Medicaid so that we can secure the future of Rhode Island’s healthcare system and continue to provide the essential care our communities rely on. Thank you for your attention to this critical matter.

Sincerely, 
[Your Name] [Your Job Title] 
[Email Address]
